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o Who is Washington Green 
Schools?

o Our Certification program with a 
focus on Waste and Recycling

o The story of Zombie 

Guacamole!: our new curriculum 

on waste and decomposition

What are we 
accomplishing 

today?



Our Mission: To guide and support students and 
schools to become leaders for the environment



Our Vision: Every school will teach, model, 
and practice environmental sustainability. 

Every child will attend a green & healthy school.



Who’s Involved?
• Over 460 Schools
• 90 school districts
• 27 out of 38 counties
• 94,700 Students in 

certified schools



Mandate: The Details
Seattle Public Schools transitioned to mandatory composting in food service 
areas and improved recycling throughout the school district in 2015 because:

• It’s the law. Compostable materials are prohibited from the garbage 
starting in January 2015 (Ordinance #124582).

• Recycling and composting saves money. Within Seattle 
Public Schools, research shows that disposing of trash in the garbage 
costs 4 times as much as recycling it. 

• It’s better for the environment & our students. Recycling 
and composting reduces our carbon footprint, diverts materials from the 
landfill, and turns them into usable products. It’s our responsibility to 
model environmental stewardship to our students, staff, and school 
communities (SPS Policy & Procedures H25.00 & H25.01).



So how can WAGS help?

o Provide teachers resources and 
support allowing schools to achieve 
sustainability goals

o Step-by-step guidance and support 
to certify in Waste & Recycling

o Online resources, classroom 
curriculum, and more!

o School and community-wide 
recognition



1. Build Green Team

2. Assess Your School

3. Make a Lasting 
Change

4. Verify and Reflect

5. Share Your Story

6. Get Certified!

Certification 
Steps



Conserve Resources



Engage Students



School Success Stories!

Hillcrest 
Elementary

Chelan Middle 
School

Heritage 
High School



Hillcrest Elementary



Heritage High School



Chelan Middle School



The Story of Zombie Guacamole!

Science Curriculum

NGSS 
ASSESSMENT



Next Generation 
Science Standards





Hazel Wolf K-8 STEM School



Washington Green Schools

info@wagreenschools.org

@ WAGreenSchools

www.wagreenschools.org

THANK YOU!


